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March 12, 1957

MajorGeneral Victor A. Conrad,
Commanding. Officer, Signal Center,
Fort Monmouth,New Jersey

Dear General:

HonorableW. A. Gayle, Mayor of the City of Montgomery,
has requested that I write you in regard to having one or
more of the hero pigeons in Oak Park. We are interested
and feel that the public would be interested in seeing
these birds. I can assure you they will receive adequate
care and attention.

Hoping to have a favorable reply, I am

Sincerely yours,

T. A. Belser, Superintendent
Park end Recreation Department
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. 1". ;\. Belser
.;:IuJd r 1n t'''D~')t.: t.
..trx ~nd '~creati:m Dsnart.mont
M3ntgomery. A1abaa

Dear }~. Deleer t

I iUJ1~l.a,\j(){' to adv:iJe 7"111 t!~t "deS.'lI"1I (:i..1.:u) and (I:;'1L~)(~rf! (1'e-
_l~), hE~ro piveQJ1:J ~!"..:JrlJ ar r', "ill Jt.j pr':.~r.-jnt';!'~ to tl''i wk lark
Zoo on 1nu.cti'7"t~an 01- tt:a t>lt ~0I1 trilinlnr ~r,JCr~ U7 tht:t UTlitt)d;~tes
Army.

'\~ortirlcate of ~'r'~:o;~nt.:1i,'or. 111\,. b-'lsn .Jrt~p,~!'t.::i r~1r oliob o! 1JJ.e
plf~~")~ {, \::-.i'Jh ir:c::"uJGr; a brbi" cittu,::>Ii of tiJ..! ,1, .-'>r'..-; b.J.c!v"rI'OUll:~aDd
a01 ',ev'~8r.t. "",.1 ',,'\11 un...:;}:.:.b~d~ i ~""i" JOe to hWJg 1:J'f~a~ 'J1)J.t!f ic.., ws,
",-b~.::h £JIil,VOf)ilt6n ~.lJji9d, 1.n tht} loca.l itywere the ()i ,ons '-'111 be ale-
pUfed.

tDdt')""r~ 1:1 1\';}y\t,.'frttJ; 'jf itacr; ~)t the Lor') :~~on:j,.ulid,Yoj,/.\1111
r~\~';J\1e. "lEi \~11 63 :1 COpj" ;>t" thP. hi...torI or the. 1.ll;~on Ii. it apr..l.6U"S ill
the c.rtific~te.

\rr'\I~: 'H' i~~t:, '..tJ.l .hol't:i he ~,.q,,(o t,., L::.:.Vi.iotLI';: :!!;",=>X;N brou,:'ht to
l,bt) tf'n;;,;ry f"or ;,r~.(:n t&" :."r:.. '):.1.: 1) ..." J.:.'1~.."~ ..~i.: :,..;ian t. Y iug,iV:~[;Q.
ot , . .,'~,..., ~ f" r »"~' - r -;y ". "')'~ iv .-. .'t: th ' '- " n "

'~!tt", i:")_.'<.~~tf'..., ", v..,..;-:--;..)l '. I. _"\;!';;'..J. WI ;, 1 ';:..-;",;;-_"-,'~-;,L~,,, .':.;..iJ.." 6. ,-II..t,er..;. ...

and the CitAt":>t,.:.;, !'Q a,;;; to en~ble y:J\l to i:.4k,e a.ny ~Eh:ii.c-03dpre...U'aI...i.o.u
tort.ho ;'!re1!~Dt:&tion.

2 IDcls
1. ~to, J1W81U",ioifl-l:!tQ1'7

at taoi18d
2. iboto, 111p;er, \.'ft:..Lotory

attaohad

VI;;"'JE A. v Jl\.-uD
~"JQr Oenaral, tr.:iA
OQunr;&rJd 1.ni
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SIGFM/IK :3U.9 :3 April 1957

SUBJECT: Hero P1geona

,.....

Mr.. T. A. Belser, Superintendent )1 ~lA-t ~-I C}r/
Park ~j. lLecreat!on Department
Oak Par1.. Zoo l

_ ,ont.goIlery, Alabama

l8 & followup to our corJJaf...lin. funeral' 8 recer.t leI-tar ct...i~."inc
1')1' C " '" .1QI'O pit. ~n '!' ;' 1 ale rtl.. ,Ii 1. r ..'c~il ,(t frcr 70: .t ":" t.., 1
am ple"s'H to f'orw&l"l a "publ1cit~ }Ac~.;t" as a. rea;l;) oi' 1'urnld'u.~~.
b.~(: . rr' .,: .:ilat,&ri.:,i for ;'0Ul' in.iJt1t.u,~.4,vUal» flail ad £U.., ccn'lt '.;l?.!.<.l
promotion projects i1 oificial acc,Jl'tm.c~ CCl"~LOnies.

. 'l,~e..jebe '\dv1se! t;1Ut :. ,.!dL. 1,)1;).I..otit!)(1 in advaJ~ce G,. ...:.; ..::..n.
o.;.h ~li i ...~';, ...r I all 4~t jl~ .01::.:0. ~. bri..l.oin.. t,,'Js-.:o:r:.L. ,cu' I
hel'\) pifeonoJ to you.

J." enclosed publ1cit.1 1 :1.,.:_.ial includes an ove~'::U..L .K: }" 1..;a8
PI' :'11:" '. l. th1l ~. .d';J J' ...~. ":~' '~J..1.l 7'Lh r'~I','. : s" . . :.~s
a c<,,'npl,tb breakdo-.r on th d1sc:;1n.'Ltion of th... 1) }J1t~eonh(::.l'\,;'Oq

UfJO included in this p.1.cJ: '.' t arc four photos lit&c.. 1;;1...1Jl~ :..~...(.i oi..:~
)'l"' to roceivt', pl",~ copi...:, c),., cit'1tiOl. out1init!.~ the1.;;' !,c~'otc
fent, .

}o'rl',,',',dcitations, ai~)1(:,1b: th<J !,'ort ~JOnmouthcot.:l.Alide:..', 1..Cl1.
Victor ... Conrad, will bt.. turrlc'!,~ \,IV.,' to your 1natitutio., On "- "'1\".1 of
thE> pi{.eons.

1'rust.j..r.I~ th."t enclo8ed !Jate:':.'1l is s...ti8factor~', an~ 1... l\.r\.l. Jr ~.3ta
is reqt. ir'1, please info!'!"! th\.i underaii ]1efl 11!1'lediat el;. .

Incls:
Photos
Citations
~en.a .:elease

J. P. HOFftlAN
Intor:r:ation vff'icer
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SIGFV/IN )11.9
BeI Pigeons

J:.rYrck!d

2, tprll 19,7

Inf'ormation Officer
Fort Rucker
Alabsu

Dear Sirl

As yw probably mow, pigeon training aCtivities are being inactivated
in the ArtIrr and the fifteen World 'Jur II hero pigeons here at Fort Monmouth
are presently being delivered to publio zoos snd institutions throughout
the country.

I am writing 1011to ask tor aas1st81ce in 8 proposed off'ic1al presen-
tation of t1VOof these pigeons in your area. The Oak Park ~ooJ in JJont-
g01D817,Alabama, is to receive the hero pigeons, wCaesar" and "F.Upper",
wit:1 "Caesar" ranking aa ore of the thre3 top birds still alive.

A flight by our Arm.yAviation Section is to deliver these t180 pigsClls
at Uontgomer,r at noon on Saturday, 27 -,prU \1ith the Oak Park Zoo otf'1-
aia1s to set up an official presentation 1'Iibin the next week or so.

This is the eighth and final delivery of these hero pigeoos. In pre-
'Yiou8 1nstances, A'f'I1l¥representatives in respective are.. had assisted in
ma1d.ngthe or:icial presentation ot the birds to the zoos.

It 1K)u1dbe appreciated if your office could arrange to designate a
DBmber of )"Our Commandto coord:tnate with the Oak "ark Zoo in 1Ihstev-er
ceranony they plan shortly. Our contact 1d.th the Oak Park Zoo iSI
1Ir. T. A. Belser, Superlntendent" Park 81d Recreation Departmmt, Oak Park
Zoo, Kontgomer.r. Alabama. It' you. care to caU him on receipt or this
letter, his telephone nuaber i81 Amherst 3-1081.

Thll1k :?W in advance for the favorable attention I am fA1r9you w1.l1
give this matter.

Sincerely yours,

J. P. OOFFKA.'i
Information Orficer



BeI Care ot Pigeons to Uontgome%y..Alabama

1. Water p~JOn3 at destination ot f'light Friday', 26 April.

~;. tar ~an 3 poured thl")ugh t.'1e top ot the box bet1l9en the slats.

L"1this connection, wnter can be placed in a bottle or small cup

and pOllred directly into the water contniner in the pigeon box.

Fill water container ~bout one-halt' 1\111. The p1geons should ':>e

watered "g~i.'1 on yuur arrival at Montgomery.

2. Adequate feed has been pl"'ce1 in th€ orgto. 'r.leretoro.. it

.,..111 not bG Tl9oossar: th~t t:1~ pig~ons '1-,0ted un~il your ::rrival Pot

!lontgomary. A small bag or feed has been supplied in order that

the pigeons 'llill nave teed over the w3ekend after Y'O'lI' arI'ival.

3. The pigeons can be lett iI1 the plane Frldv night during your

stopover. Please leave one window open Mclay night tor ventUatlon.

No other care will be necessQIY. /m::;/remaining feed can be turned

owr to the receiver of the pigoons for their use over the weekend.

Iff If

Otto ;layer



MEllO TO: Lt. W1l11am L. corley,

110N1(;<1Mt1{;JAlA
1

SUB.rec!I Plight leaving Ft 11011,0900, Fr1, Apr1l 26, tor lIont-
gomery, Ala., (EtA Saturday Boon, APril 27) tor de-
live1')' of World War II hero pigeons, "Caesal'" a: 'Flipperlt .

1. Arrangements have been made by PIO, Ft Mon, and Oak Park

Zoo at Montgomery, Ala, tor latter to have representative to meet

plaDl Saturday noon (April 27) at Dannely Field, lIontgomery, .Ala.

2. On landing at airport check tor a 81'. llatthew Wendllng,

Oak Park Zoo Director, or 1Ir. If. A. Belser, Superintendent 01' Park

a: Recreation Dept, Oak Park Zoo. Also there 18 a posslbUity that

a Dr. Hinton Waters or the lIontgome1')' Pigeon Racing Club will be

at the airporto

3. In reporting to ~ of the above mentioned, the two hero

plgeoD8 Can be turned over, and the enclosed shipplng documents

slgDed. Please brlng back 3 cop1...

4. Alae, turn over to the Zoo ottic1als the two tramed c1tqtlons

which are wrapped 1n brown paper, plus the envelope addressed to

1Ir. Bel88r.

!i. The Oak Park Zoo off1ce has your name as pUot ot plane and

ETA.

6. Please )andt toUow enclosed instruct101U1 onteed and wat

tor pigeons.

7. In DII event flight 18 dela)'8d or you encounter d1ff'

In mak1ng contact at a1rport, these are the phone numbers



.. PaS8 2

Mrs. Gayden, Seoretary to bupt of Parks a Reo
AlDherst 2-1960

1Ir. Ifatthet Wendling, Zoo Director
.AJDhers1i2-4607

1Ir. !. b.. Bell181',Park & Beo Supt
.AJDherst 3-3492

8. the ~ telephone number f4 the Oak Park Zoo i8 Amherst

3-1081. However, tb18 DUltber is not b in 881"V1ceon Saturday.

9. ReoommendPIG be tntormed ot 8~ ohanges tx or delays in

abo'Y8 soheduled fl1gbt. tel. extensions are 21612 or 22609.

Contact DietriCh or Hottman.
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May 28, 1951

Major General Victor A. Conrad,
Commanding Officer, Signal Center
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey

Deer General:

Enclosed you will find clippings concerning "Caesar"
and "Flipper" which appeared in our local papers. I thought
you might be interested in the manner in which they were
received locally.

We forwarded to you recently a roll of Television
film which was shown on one of our local TV stations, which
I trust you have received by now.

Yours very truly,

c:J $. S~
T. A. Belser, Superintendent
Parks and Recreation

TAB:g
Enc.
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CIT '. 7. be on hand at:Qak P~i'k thIS'aft,er-
." " :. ' : . n,onto take part 111~.welC<!m}ngj

->."' ' . " ""; cerem~~ies for .the. tw:P.wcu:',>bej'~;~~~1

Two ~()r1dIWar1r.hero~s.C~sear. .The'<i'Pajri,will ;b~:,0HJ.ci~iy')~~~
and FlIpper. cameto:Montgomerystalle~QY }4ayorW~,'!t.".Gay~ewh().
yesterdax.to '~ake Oak.Pa~.~t~eir 'wilr.re~~ive 'the;. b~rds~~i>w; C~pt.~:

,perrnanen't

,

,ro~st star
,

~?g to~.~y'a~ Thorn
,,
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,
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3, p.m.. , . ",' . test, umt..o~flc~r ?CFt't;.~,~~~r." ~,'~'I
, Ca,esar,. acp~ck "s'p\ash .maJe,. C,e~ar ~nd F.~WP~~'~~f:artt0~f'
,carrier ;Plgeo~.'lS,credited wlth 44 lpany carrler. plg~op.~/wh9arer~.'
'c~mbat m~:;i~n$.,in Nor~h A£ri~, tiring"fromactiv~.d~~fJn~t.h%~rFJJ
fHis female J'count~rpart,.Flipper, Signal-Corps .and\;pelIlg\.presente<J~

Jhz som~'20' 'Yartime 'mi~sions to 'to" zoos'tbrou~~o~.~.:tb.(~~il.~jOq:::.~:.':f~
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By NELSONCOLE ,

";'Caesar and Flipper, two ,beroes
of World War II, flew into Mont-
gomery yesterda y and will make' _1' -

.
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. . "; ~"VI'<.-m;>8IIfiO::"' .
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..' '.. . .." ,_-i..::<&'" ~~~,~ \.:T', ,,~J"',7~, ""~'s<~~~- Yf.:J~';;"rif1;' if!
tb)s theIr permanent ,rooslsta,rt- ., .
tl1$ at 3 ,{p.m. ~day.' ,

On hand 'at Oak Park welcom-
ing'ceremoniesthis.~fierl!oonwill "

be a number of city officialsw1Jo'

have .gua~anteed the t~o 'pigeons~
will lead an idy~lic existe,nce in 'a
free cage with free bird seed.'

Caesar is a check ~plash mate
carrier pigeOn credited wHh"'"
c9mbat nyssions in liOl:th A.rri~a."
Flipper, female ~ounterpart. 'q,f
Caesar,bas some20wart,ime ,iriII- '
.ions 'to 1)er credit. . r "

" The pair will be offiCially' m.
.Jalled by'Mayor W. A. Gayle wbo
will receive the birds from ,Capt.
Thomas V.Herrigan, Signal ,Co~ps
test unit officer' of Ft. .Rticker. .

'The birds are among those now

~~E~:~:~;*;~TC , ':k:rfr;AkuIR~EriAND;_~__,tion.,". ' ", '4" 'J;. 't. . . '" ~-' ,"4 , ,.,':: ~\ ,...:'. . ' ...£

:;rat~ "'~,~eI "I. '!-"~~{:¥,o~t~?m:ry'(O~k)~ark zoow~.orfi~iittib.es0!1.l~.fue)lOme,oC. ~'ca~~.(sho~n ~bove)'aJl(L,
,,'.. , ,'" '0 " '0 . .~~~, ~J~jJ~~~~,~~arJ. 'aLa,~cef&W~~,1t1,..!h~"Par~.(ooa~}!tj"P.ro.!,>~he "Wortd War ~ :

, ,.!t ,<~t~ ;',JYl~~I'J. '" er.pl~o~'~I:fPa.s,tin,~ tO~.aI,'o{nJ'OJetii~I\~1nlsslon~! amv~ Yes,ter~y"L,elq~ !fght.a~.I>~;" .
o . ., "'. "f: ~OD- .:{W~W!ltts'~~!()~ak~ig~?I\.raClDg SOCI~typ~~~ident;~t. W. L. Corley of f,I,)Iilt{o11Jl1~ut!!,N.J., and ,
mO,uth was. thelJ :home~ ase

.
, .' ' .' J. ~W~ndling...' 'representing the

. local zoo. .. ,c "'.. I' , . " . " " ,j ~the f~d"ChurchillLoft,'" un~ " ., ",~' '.' "" 'd,,:.~r.;.;a.. H "";Gi'~""",,,,,- '!!; . ,=- ',... '.. ~ ""'" y.~.

~~.Y...f~~:L~~eir felli:emeitt. AS;;
slgnmentj~ ~ .~ -r~
BEAn'OF-ZOO, ".,:' !j"'v.i"-:.;

,.tl. :Bclser'b~adofW~l~al
zoo, 8liidsp~al ca'ge~"'ar~heW'
prepared 'for Ole tWo. The Biue'
and 'Gray Racing Society; ",v,hose
president is Dr.' H. ' W.',Waters~'

wJn .donate ,speciaiplaques' teiIiDg'
of the' birds' records. " , ::.:

"Sevel'allrloiiths" ago wheti i h e
Army first announced')15' carriet,
pigeon corps disbandment, several
groups' here, including ihe'RaclDg
SocietY, :the CbamberoC Com;;
merce' and City Commission,'re:.
qiies.ll!d'tliit .thebirdS' W assigneq
here. '.' "'~

In addition to his' record num-
berof war :Digbts,Caesar i(ct~~.
lted by the Army with . 300-,niUe,'
~h~u~ingtheMoonma~to deliver an '.'iniportantmessage

1.
to America troops in Tttn;fsia."
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